
Issue 3, Thursday 15 February 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are in full flow!  

BUILDING UPDATE 

The ‘delivery’ date on Learning Community One is Monday 19th March, so from Week 8 we can begin 
to transition our lower year classes into the new building. Learning Community Two is due for 
completion by the end of the Easter Holidays! 

The cladding work is really taking shape and the deck is going down! 

CAFÉ READING PROGRAM - https://www.thedailycafe.com/cafe/cafe-menus/cafe-menu 

In 2017, staff across the school were developing their understanding of the CAFÉ reading model.   

The CAFÉ Menu breaks each component—comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and expanding vocabulary—into significant 
strategies that support each goal. Posted on the classroom wall and built throughout the year, it serves as a visual 
reminder of whole-class instruction as well as individual student goals. The model is designed to help teachers: 

 establish and track the strengths and goals of each child by providing a structure for conferring; 

 organise assessment data and use it to inform instruction; 

 maximise time with students in whole-group, small-group, and one-on-one settings; 

 create flexible small groups focused on specific reading needs; 

 engage students, fostering ownership and accountability to reach goals; and 

 develop a common language to talk about reading development and proficiency. 
There are two menus with explicit strategies. The Emergent Menu offers strategies for Foundation and Y1, then the full 
Menu for Y2-6.  
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STAFFING 

I have a little bit of staffing news to share with you. Carlie Eriksen, who is currently teaching 1HE on a Thursday and Friday, 
is pregnant, expecting her third child. I am sure you will all join with me in congratulating her on this fabulous news! Carlie 
will be taking leave from the end of Semester 1. 

KIDSMATTER 

Separating from loved ones can be distressing for all children, especially for our little Foundation students and new children 
to our community. 
We strive to be a supportive environment where the children have many opportunities to grow and learn through their 
positive experiences. However, when children are separated from their parents and carers they can, at times feel 
distressed. The KidsMatter website has some great ideas for helping with these anxieties.  
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning/positive-separations 

ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 2018 

Our aims and priorities in 2018 are developed with the Leadership Team using all available data and review notes. The key 
areas of focus in 2018 are Reading, Writing and Wellbeing. We are starting to develop a framework for our new Code of 
Conduct which we are looking to develop as a school wide Essential Agreement and will at some point be asking for your 
input, ideas and suggestions. Our first step is to engage with the children in their thinking and gather their ideas.  

THREE-WAY CONFERENCES 

In 2018, we are trialling a new approach to our Three-Way Conferences. You may be aware of the new working agreement 
that was negotiated and passed last year. Some of the terms of that agreement are around the working hours of teachers. 
In order to meet these terms we are looking at organising our Three-Way Conferences partly during the school day. The 
booking and the structure of the sessions will remain the same. Booking information is attached. 

Below is an outline of the session times. As usual, each conference runs for 10 minutes.  
Monday 19th 2:00pm – 4:00pm (Y1 – Y3) 
Tuesday 20th 2:00pm – 4:00pm (Y4 – Y6) 
Wednesday 21st 4:00pm – 7:00pm (Y1-Y6 and Specialists) 
Please note: There are no Three-Way Conferences for Foundation classes due to the scheduled FEAP Meetings. 

THANK YOU 

Jenn Bartle, our Garden support person, has been doing a wonderful job working closely with Laura at Bunnings. Bunnings 
have been a great support to Parkhill and the Garden Program and have recently donated:  

 2 new 60L wheelbarrows 

 2 new wheelbarrow trays 

 2 replacement wheels 

 6x11 Litre buckets with lids 
 
REMINDERS 

Drop-off and pick-up 

There is supervision on the playground from 8:45am, and classroom doors open at 8:50am. Many children are arriving at 
school very early. We strongly advise that children are NOT left at school any earlier than 8:30am. We finish our school day 
at 3:30pm and pick up should be prompt. The supervision on the playground is only until 3:45pm to ensure all children are 
picked up and safely home or with a parent/carer. Many parents enrol their children in our OSHClub program so if they are 
late the children can attend on that day. There is NO supervision available by school staff after 3:45pm. Please do ensure 
you are organised for pick up at 3:30pm. Should something urgent occur to prevent this, please call the office.  

Ashburton Festival 

On Sunday 25th February, we will be set up at the Ashburton Festival from 12:00pm – 5:00pm – come along and say hi!  

 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Elaine Brady 

Acting Principal 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning/positive-separations


2018 Calendar of Curriculum Events  

Friday February 16 Y3 Circus Skills Incursion Session 1  

Monday February 19 -  

Wednesday February 21 
Three-Way Conferences 

Wednesday February 21 District Swimming - selected students 

Thursday February 22 School Photo Day 

Friday February 23 

Y3 Circus Skills Incursion Session 2  

Y4 IMAX Excursion 

Y5/6 Round Robin - Jells Park 

Tuesday February 27 Y5 Mission to Mars Excursion 

Wednesday February 28 Twilight Sports 

Friday March 2 Y3 Circus Skills Incursion Session 3  

Wednesday March 21 Multicultural Day 

Friday March 23 Y4/5/6 District Athletics - selected students 

Thursday March 29 Term 1 ends - 2:30pm finish 

Student of the 

Week 

Term 1 Name 

FS Ruby W 

FT Zerrin A 

1B Carmen B 

1HE Hamzeh S 

2C Jack D 

2M Alexis R 

3M Milan T 

3R Yianni T 

4G Sam B 

4N Charlie B 

5D James M 

5H James W 

6CM Olivia H 

6L Jack V F 

First Aid 

We have had reports throughout the school of head lice, particularly in Y3, Y4 and Y5. 

If your child has head lice please treat their hair before sending them to school. 

Administration 

Are you struggling to find $5 before school to pay for an incursion that is due that 

day? Are you annoyed that there is no excursion/incursion levy anymore and that 

having to pay for EXCURSIONS/INCURSIONS as they arise is frustrating?  

Did you know that you can pay money on your account to be left in credit to pay for 

all the excursions/incursions during the year! The school allows approximately $100 

per student for excursions/incursions, so you are welcome to pay some money up 

front and this money in credit will be allocated to the excursion/incursion when we 

receive your permission notice. Just tick the box on the form that say “I will use the 

credit on my account for this event”. It’s that easy! If you require any more 

information, please contact Jo in the office.  

REMINDER: Annual School payments are due by Wednesday February 28. Payments 

can be made via cash, EFTPOS or BPAY. If paid via BPAY, please email the office at 

parkhill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au to notify us of the payment. Annual School Payment 

information for 2018 can be provided at the office or on Page 8. 



Lunch Orders 
Canteen lunches can be ordered through Classroom Cuisine (cold lunches) and Flexischools (hot lunches) via 

their websites - https://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/menu.php and www.flexischools.com.au 

Brain Food 

We are starting our Brain Food Drive for 2018! We are encouraging families to please bring or pack an extra 
piece of fruit in their child's lunchbox. 'Brain Food' can then be donated to the communal bowl in your child's 
classroom and given to those students without brain food for the day. Your help and support 
would be greatly appreciated! 

Lucy Renshaw 
Healthy Kids Coordinator 

Chaplain’s Corner 

I’m Suzanne and I’m the Chaplain at Parkhill. I’ve been here since 2012 (that’s when our current Y6 students 

were in Foundation – or Prep as it was called back then). I love the arts, the beach and most things nerdy. I live 

with my hubby, our three boys and their grandfather. When asked if I am a cat or a dog person I like to say the 

answer is neither – I’m a fish person!  

So now you know a little bit about me, what on earth does a Chaplain do and how does it help you or your 

family? 

I listen and spend time with people in our school community. Chaplains have time. Time to listen, time to sit 

with a child that doesn’t want to go to class today, time to help parents fill in forms, time to visit families in 

distress, time to manage our Kid’s Hope mentors program. Though I think listening is one of the most important 

parts of my role! As adults we know that a listening ear and sharing a problem can make it much easier to 

handle. Just having shared a problem is a great way to unburden oneself even before help is offered by way of 

social skills, coping skills, or referral to more targeted counselling services. Sometimes we just need someone to 

be there, to turn up to a funeral, to organise a meal in a difficult time, to be there right when a child is feeling 

anxious about going to school, to source some more affordable uniform items, access a food hamper or funding 

for camps and swimming where necessary. These things and many more are part of my role at Parkhill and how 

I can help you or your family. 

If you need assistance or just a cup of tea and a chat please pop in or make an appointment to see me. 

I am available on Monday from 8.30-4.00, Wednesday from 8.30-12.00 and Thursday 8.30-12.30. 

Suzanne Carmody 

School Chaplain 

Waste Warriors 

The Waste Warriors initiative created by our Y6 class of 

2017 is still going strong! Students can help care for our 

environment at recess and lunch times. 
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Search for us using the name 

 “Parkhill Primary School Community Page”. 

Then click the “join group” icon.   

A group administrator will confirm your association with the school and approve your request. 

EASTER RAFFLE DONATIONS NEEDED 

Yes it seems strange, we’re only in February! 

Easter is fast approaching and so is our School Raffle. It is one of the highlights of the term for the students. 

A tub will be placed in the school foyer for donations. Anything Easter related will be greatly appreciated - 
chocolates, soft toys, baskets, Easter crafts, etc. 

Tickets will be distributed on March 13, and we’d love to receive donations prior so we can display all the great 
prizes. 

Thank you for your support! 

THE HOT CROSS BUN  
FUNDRAISER IS ON THE WAY! 

Cupcake Stall 
Wednesday March 7 

DO YOU KNOW A BUSINESS THAT IS WILLING TO DONATE? 

As our school community grows and welcomes new families, we are giving a shout out to anyone that may 
have contacts in a business that is willing to donate goods. We hold raffles and stalls throughout the year and 
the school would benefit greatly from this generosity. Please take a moment and consider if this could be you. 

 Email Kylie at parents.friends.secretary@gmail.com with any ideas. Thank you! 

Coles Sports for Schools is back for 2018! 
Support Parkhill by collecting vouchers at your local Coles 

and entering them into our voucher collection stand located 

at the office. 

mailto:parents.friends.secretary@gmail.com












Location:       Parkhill Primary School Performing Arts Room 

Date:       Monday 12th Feb 2018 – Monday 26th March 2018 

   (No Class Monday 12th March) 

Time:       4:00pm – 4:45pm 

Grades:   Foundation – Grade 6 (Girls & Boys Welcome) 

Price:   6 weeks for $60 (cash only) 

EVERY SESSION INCLUDES: 

• Dance Technique • Fun With Friends •  Relay Races           

• Fitness Games • New Music Mixes  

• End of Session Performance  • So Much More 

For more information: Please call Fran Ditton 0417 323 273 or email fditton@icloud.com 






